
 

Welcome   

There are 5 subspecies of Red -tailed Black -Cockatoo in Australia. The South -eastern Red -tailed Black -
Cockatoo (Calyptorhynchus banksii graptogyne) is only found in south -east South Australia and south -west 
Victoria. With an estimated population of about 1000 birds, the South -eastern Red -tailed Black -Cockatoo is in 
danger of extinction.  
This website relates specifically to the South - eastern subspecies.  

In this website you can;  
Find out about efforts to save this beautiful but endangered bird.  
Look at pictures of the bird, get general information on where it lives and what it feeds on, and view Red - tail 
Newsletters.  
You can record your own sightings of Red -tails and find out abo ut the various activities that you can become 
involved in to help secure a healthy future for this magnificent bird.  

GENERAL  

Appearance  

 

Male Red -tails have glossy black plumage with stunning, bright red tail panels. Females 

are quite different but equally spectacular ï they are one of the most brightly marked 

subspecies of Red -Tail. They have duller brown -black plumage but the feathers of their 

head, neck and parts of their wing are speckled with yellow. Viewed from below, their 

body is barred in pale orange -yellow. Their tail barring can be almost all pale yellow or 

pale yellow grading to pale orange -yellow at the tip. Females have an off -white bill which 

one volunteer suggests looks like the birds are carrying golf balls! Males have a grey bill. 

Juveniles are difficult to distinguish from adult females from the age of 1 to 3 years.  

 

 

Seasonal Behaviour  

Through Spring and early summer, th e breeding season, Red -tailed Black -Cockatoos are generally seen alone 

or as family parties of 2 to 3 birds. During autumn and winter it is more common to see the birds  



in larger flocks. Several flocks of 100 birds and a single flock of 245 birds were seen  during the 2005 annual 

count.  

 

 

Feeding  

Red- tailed Black -Cockatoos are specialist feeders, relying almost entirely on the seeds of Brown and Desert 
stringybark ( Eucalyptus baxteri and E. arenacea ) and Buloke trees ( Allocasuarina  leuhmannii ).Clearing of  
these feed trees is considered to be the main threat to long -term survival of Red -tails. Unlike Yellow - tails 
which happily feed on seed from introduced plantation pines, Red -tails havenôt found an alternative food 
source.  

Management of remnant bushland a lso impacts on seed production. Too frequent burning of stringybark forest 
has been shown to contribute to reduced seed crops (Koch 2004). Stock grazing, particularly by cattle, results 
in ringbarking. This is mainly due to cattle rubbing up against the tr unk. Eventually this leads to the tree 
dying.  


